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To start with…..a short inquiry 
 

 
- How many of the countries present here do have an 

online portal suitable for atlas work? 
- How many countries do have an online portal but 

not (yet) suitable for atlas work? 
- How many of the countries do not have an online 

portal suitable for atlas work and want a portal? 
- How many of the countries do not have an online 

portal suitable for atlas work and do not want a 
portal? 

 
 

 



What do I mean with on-line portal? 
 

A tool that is available by internet for digital data entry 
concerning (bird) records 

- monitoring data 

- atlas data 

- opportunistic data 



What is a record? 
 

Observation of birds with: 
- Species 
- Number 
- Place/counting area 
- Time/counting time 

 
- Counting method 
- Additional information 

 
Most successful portal use deals with opportunistic data 











Why succes? 
- Easy data entry- low threshold 

- Sharing data- competition feeling 

- Good feedback to observers 
 

 

>20 million observations 

35,000 registered users 

4.5 million page views / 80.000 unique visitors per month 



What about atlassing? 
Is it enough to collect opportunistic data? 

Place-time-species = distribution 



Opportunistic data are nice and 
valuable, but…….. 
 
We should aim for standardization data 
collection 
 
(talk of Sergi Herrando with data requirements) 
 
Atlassing is mainly about censusing areas 
There are at least four important types of 
information with enormous added value in 
comparison with opportunistic data 

 



1. What area did you visit? 



1. What area did you visit? 



2. How much time did you spend? 

 

3. What species did you see (and 

so…did not see)? 

 

4. What breeding codes? 



What is the added value? 

Good data for modeling 

- To generate absences 

- To make comparisons between sites 

controlling for effort 



How can we standardize? 

Most simple:  SPECIES LISTS PER VISIT 



How can we standardize? Strict fieldwork rules (time and 
method) 



Some other features of  successful dedicated atlas 

portals 

� Has to be attractive 

� Low threshold -> easy to use 

� Easy data management system 

� Validation procedure  

� Good feedback to observers 

� Hierarchical user community: 

•  coordinator 

•  regional coordinator 

•  local bird watching group/community 

•  Individual observer 



EXAMPLE Checklist entry 

EASY CREATED 

CHECKLIST 

SELECT 

COUNTING 

AREA 

ENTER 

COUNTING 

TIME 

ENTER NUMBER 

AND  BREEDING 

CODE 



Validation procedures 
by (regional) coordinator/administrators 

(automated and by  



Validation  automated procedures 



Validation: e.g. picture controle 



Give feedback: maps 



Give feedback: personal scores- 

competitive elements 



Give feedback: ‘observer’ dashboard 



Give feedback: ‘observer’ dashboard 



Give feedback: ‘observer’ dashboard 



Advice 
Before designing ‘own’ portal check out existing portals 

(www.birdtrack.org, www.ornitho.xxx, www.ebird.org, 

www.waarneming.be, and many others 

- as inspiration 

- as potential custom made national portal (e.g. 

www.observado.org ) 



Discussion and questions 

 

- informative questions 

 

- we want to know your questions and desires for a 

portal if you have none 

 

- ???? 


