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Population trends of common
German breeding-birds: analysis

of trends and environmental
factors 1990-2010 
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Misteldrossel und Anzahl Schneetage
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Zaunkönig und Anzahl Eistage
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Zaunkönig und Januartemperatur
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winter-sensitive species
(winter survival dependent on 
severeness of winter in Germany)

Green Woodpecker
Woodlark
Winter Wren
Dunnock
Chiffchaff
Blackcap

Robin
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Blackbird
Common Treecreeper
Starling

� Mainly short-distance migrants, 
not residents!

Mistle Thrush and days with snow cover

Winter Wren and ice days Wren and mean January temperature
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Species determined by
forest tree fructification

of the previous autumn/winter

Examples

Mean fructifikation of oak and beech in % (85 % = full crop)

winter survival dependent
on forest tree crop:

Wood Pigeon
Great Spotted Woodp.
Marsh Tit
Willow Tit
Great Tit
Blue Tit

Crested Tit
Nuthatch
Chaffinch
Hawfinch
Bullfinch
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Frühjahrsniederschlag - spring rainfall, D
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Kältesumme - "total coldness" = total of negative m ean daily temperatures,  D
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Schneehöhe - total snow cover, days x thickness in cm, D
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Frost days D
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Ice days D

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

Eistage 1.11.-31.3. Eistage 16.1.-31.3.

Mean number of frost days in England (Dec-Feb)
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Number of frost days in Toulouse/S France
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Rainfall in different regions of Africa (July- Oct. )
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NDVI (Normalized Difference Vegetation Index)
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Set asides in Germany
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Maize crops in Germany
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Organic Farming in Germany
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Corn Bunting and set-asides in East Germany
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Corn Bunting and set-asides in West Germany
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Set-asides and farmland birds in Germany: 
example of Corn Bunting

East Germany West Germany

Seed crop of Copper Beech Fagus sylvatica ; D
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Forest pest insect infestations 
of 3 different species in Brandenburg
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Small mammal dynamics in forests 
of different regions in Germany  
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Wood Warbler population in Germany (TRIM Index)
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Wood Warbler and small mammal dynamics in German fo rests
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